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INTRODUCTION

Is, a direct
village’s sub-

By 1872 Oneonta had become a thriving community of just
result of the Albany and Susquehanna Railroad’s arrival in 1
sequent designation as the company’s primary shop facili

Albany. This prosperous environment provided the imp&tus a‘group of Oneonta
businessmen to organize the Oneonta Union Agti ciety'in late summer 1872,
anization was to develop
an agricultural fair, but there was no progress hat goal until the following year.

After fire consumed his bank and hop

1 Hotel buflding.

larger quarters in the Cen
1 lord (and close friend) Walter Brown embarked on an

In 1873 David a

ized the Oneonta Union Agricultural Society, determined
ition and fair. A large section of the Couse farm in Fast End
were set to work clearing and grading the site.

at would maximize attendance; there were marriages at the Roof Garden, gym-
nasts, balloon ascensions, and later, a “Birdman,” who brought the first airplane to
Central New York. Trotting races were a big draw from the time the Fairgrounds
opened, and the Floral Parade was the most anticipated event of the year.

In 1873 Fair Street was opened to provide easy access from Otsego Street, and in
1888 the Oneonta Street Railway opened a branch from Main Street to the Fairgrounds.
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The Fair meant two afternoons out of school for local children, and the trolley line ran
open cars up Tilton Avenue and over Fair Street to the festivities. Downtown Oneonta
was packed with pitchmen on every corner and, for many years, Charles K. Champlin
and his repertory company performed at the Oneonta Theater during Fair Weekgoffer-
ing plays borrowed from Broadway.

The Floral Parade was always a grand display, offering local businesses an
ity to advertise through their lavish floats. Prizes were awarded for the
displays, and prize winners paraded again the following day. The Fai
opportunity for politicians to greet large numbers of people, a
Teddy Roosevelt in 1899 and his cousin Franklin Delano Roosevglt 1

ceipts began to
in 1922 and there was
sed the outstanding
off building lots on the

shares of the organization, and in 1927 he comm
old Fairgrounds. The development was origia
homes were built on the grounds where th @ rgoers once congregated for

track, and visages of the concrete Gia and plers and retaining wall are still visible
behind the homes on North Belmont

Oneonta's location in Central New York State, nestled along
the banks of the Susquebanna River in Otsego County.
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Omneonta, with the sites of the original fair (*) and the 1949 fair on Webb Island.



THROUGH THE YEARS / 23

The Roof Garden

The Roof Garden always provided a stage for special attractions at the Fair, hosting
magicians, animal acts, weddings, political speeches, acrobats, and even the Golden
Globe of Death! It consisted of a raised platform 25 feet deep and 40

which was built in 1874. There were windows on the front and e stfucture,
and the inside floor was below ground level in order to pr
room. For many years the restaurant was operated by the Bro
as Brown’s Dining Hall.

ily and was known
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Fair Week
admission fees, 13, 47, 72
attendance, 9, 10, 15, 17, 20, 26, 33, 34,
46, 47,52
media coverage
Oneonta Herald, 13, 15, 17, 29, 30, 34,
38,44, 46, 47, 51, 52, 54, 56, 61,
62
Oneonta Star, 17, 36, 54-56, 60, 6
Old Home Day, 43
social issues
alcohol, 15, 16
crime, 13, 16, 17, 54,59, 60,
disease, 50
education, 10, 6

, 54
eys, 9, 10, 17, 35, 69, 73

Fairgrounds, 11, 15, 16, 22, 24, 52, 54, 62-
64, 69, 71, 73 (See also: Webb Istand
(1949) Fazr.)

Bandstand, 24

Belmont Par elmont Park

developmept.

eonta,

6, 34, 36, 62,

> > b

livestock barns, 15, 16, 20, 22, 24, 25,

36, 45, 64, 72

Midway, 24, 42, 61

Roof Garden, 17, 23, 31, 46, 55, 70
Brown's Dining Hall, 23, 32, 46, 51

Secretary's Office, 16, 24

Subway, 41, 69

Tavern Shed, 15, 24

Ticket booths, 22, 41, 62, 69, 72

Floral Parade, 9, 10, 16, 25, 206, 43, 44, 52,
54,59, 70,73
bicycles, 45
floats, 17, 74
City Lunchroom, 38
Colonel W.W. Snow, 20, 21
Delaware and Hudson Company, 17,
18, 26
Grand Army of the Republic, 17, 18
hose companies, 17, 19
W.C.T.U., 44
West End Mission, 38
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hotses, 45
prize categories, 44, 45

Oneonta, 9, 10, 12, 16, 20, 29, 30, 35, 306,

44, 47, 55, 57, 62-65. (See also: Fair
Week; Webb Island (1949) Fair.)

Belmont Park development, 10, 62-65,

69, 70, 72, 74
businesses, 27, 33, 44, 52

Brown Hardware, 9, 12

Central Hotel, 9, 16

Oneonta Theater, 10, 70, 75

Susquehanna House, 13

Wilber Bank, 9, 12

Wilber Hop Exchange, 9, 12
parks

Neahwa Park, 64

Oneonta Park, 13
streets, 12

Dietz Street, 9, 12

East Street, 12

Fair Street, 9, 10, 13, 22,

67-69, 72-74
Fifth Street, 71
Hudson Street,

71

4@ eet, 09

) @ enue, 10, 73
Vallegftew Street, 73

Oneonta (Central New York) Fair (See

also: Webb Island (1949) Fair.)
aerial attractions

airplanes and aviators, 9, 25, 33-37,

43,44, 46-52, 59, 74

balloons and airships, 9, 16, 17, 25-
32,306,43,47,52,59, 73,74
parachute jumpers, 16, 26, 32, 306,
47,52, 59
amusement rides, 14, 36, 42, 51,
62, 69, 74
exhibitions
Art Department,
Ladies Depar

rmers, 14, 23, 35, 44, 46, 48,
50, 52, 55-58, 60, 62, 74, 75
racing
autos, 62
horses, 13-15, 20, 25, 38, 43, 45, 52,
54-56, 61, 71, 74,75
motorcycles, 37, 38, 45, 47
ostriches, 25
special attractions and events
auto stunts, 55
baseball games, 14
Champlin Stock Company, 10, 36,
70
drill teams, 17, 38, 59
fireworks, 17, 26
public speakers, 10, 14, 17, 20, 23,
26, 31, 32,47, 51, 69
weddings, 16, 23, 50, 51
vendors and merchants
Automobile Row, 27, 42, 48, 52, 55-
58, 61, 62



farm and tractor, 15, 20, 27, 42, 48,
51, 54, 55, 61

food, 30, 42, 46, 47, 67, 69, 74

home and appliance, 15, 27, 40, 51,
54

Oneonta Union Agricultural Society
Board of Directors (Managers), 13-17,
25,29, 33, 35, 46-48, 51, 56, 58, 59,
03, 64
Ballard, S.M., 13
Bundy, E.C,, 13
Gardner, S.B., 54
Keyes, D.F, 10, 55, 63, 64, 66
McDonald, Jay, 13
Scrambling, Allen, 9
Snow, W.W. , 13, 20
Walling, JR.L., 13
Wilber, David, 9, 12, 14
Wilber, David E,, 9
Wilber, George 1., 9, 10, 12] 2,
34, 50, 53-55, 63,69, 72
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other fairs,
Tona, Wisconsin, 66
Mortris, New York, 50, 62, 63

Webb Island (1949) Fair, 11, 6
admission fees, 66

amusement rides, 66
attendance, 66
crime, 67

utch), 66, 67

ers and stage acts, 66, 67
cial attractions and events, 67, 68
stock car racing, 68

vendors and merchants, 66, 67
Youth Day, 66





